Compact Disc Diffraction Grating (6D20.32)

Location: 57-3R
Concept/Purpose: Gratings

Procedure/Explanation: A compact disc is placed in the path of a green laser to show the resulting interference pattern created by the ridges and grooves on the Cd's surface. Since the grooves are very closely spaced the resulting pattern is a group of widely spaced bright green dots that show up on the side walls of the lecture hall.

