Knock Your Block Off (1N30.50)

Location: 12-5C, 18-5R

Concept/Purpose: Collisions in One Dimension
Procedure/Explanation: Two balls are rolled down a small ramp into a lightweight metal block, one at a time.  A “bounce” ball is rolled first to show that an elastic collision knocks over the block.  A “no bounce” ball is then rolled down the ramp from the same starting point (same initial potential energy) and does not knock the block over (a perfectly inelastic collision would only exert half the momentum as an elastic one).

