Normal Force (1J30.15)

Location: 13-4C
Concept/Purpose: Resolution of Forces
Procedure/Explanation: The normal force demo consists of two Newton force scales, a lab jack, and a large mass. One of the force scales is attached to a bench pole and connected to the mass from above. The second force scale supports the mass from below. This second scale can be raised and lowered by means of a lab jack. As the lab jack is raised, the bottom scale reads a larger force because it is supporting more of the mass’s weight, and as it is lowered it reads a smaller force because the upper scale supports more of the mass’s weight. The bottom scale is measuring the normal force applied to the mass.

