Water Parabola (1D52.20)

Location: 15-2C
Concept/Purpose: Deformation by Central Forces
Procedure/Explanation: A clear Plexiglas container is mounted on a platform that can be made to rotate by winding string around the center, over a pulley, and then dropping a mass over the side of the table.  The container is filled with water that has been colored to show up better in the large classroom.  As the platform rotates, the forces on the water cause it to spread out in  a parabolic shape in the container.

